
The CANDLE project receives funding from the European Union's Horizon Europe programme,
project number 101214368.

Greece

Cancer Data

Researchers/
research

organisations

National Cancer Data Nodes

Cancer 
data registries/

collections

Patients and 
citizens

Government

Digital/research 
infrastructures

Funders

Industry

Healthcare 
providers

Health Data 
Access Bodies

EU synergy 
projects

National 
capacity 
Building

Tools to 
improve 

data quality 
at source

Advice on 
common 
variables

Provide 
data 

analysis 
tools

Ensure 
metadata 

record

Status quo

Status of NCDN establishment in Greece:
• Greece is progressing towards alignment with EU practices and 
the Greek NCDN is expected to consolidate during the CANDLE 
lifecycle.
• Existing national oncology systems and registries provide a 
foundation for the NCDN.

Relevant stakeholder support:
• CERTH received official support from GSRI to act as the Greek 
NCDN.
• EKT supports the initiative through its long-standing NCP role and 
collaboration network.
• Strategic stakeholders are progressively being engaged.

Operational maturity level of the Greek NCDN:
• Early-to-intermediate operational maturity.
• Core infrastructures and collaborations exist, but interoperability, 
sustainability and governance require further development.

NCDN core functionalities

Core functionalities that fill gaps in the Greek setting:
• Data quality tools
• Metadata harmonisation
• Common variables guidance
• Secure analysis environments
• National capacity building

Core functionalities already covered in the Greek setting:
• Partial coverage exists through the recently launched National 
Registry of Neoplastic Diseases, regional registries and oncology 
information systems.
• Cancer research expertise and EU infrastructure participation 
already support analytics and interoperability.

Key functionalities not covered by the Greek NCDN:
• Long-term sustainability and financing
• Full national interoperability
• Legal clarity for secondary use of health data
• Nationwide stakeholder coordination

Expectations from CANDLE regarding tools / support:

• Technical support for secure data environments
• Guidance on EHDS alignment and interoperability
• Best practices for governance and ethics
• Capacity-building and training activities

Expectations from CANDLE regarding the network of NCDNs:

• Sustainable EU-wide collaboration
• Shared standards and best practices
• Cross-border cancer data access and research support
• Contribution to the European Initiative to Understand 
Cancer and the European Cancer Patient Digital Centre.


	Slide 1

