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Status quo
• No formally established NCDN in 

Belgium

• No decision on technical/legal 
integration with EHDS

• No formal ministry support yet

• Engagement ongoing of national 
stakeholders

NCDN core functionalities
Core functionalities (partially) covered in Belgium:
• Strong cancer research environment in Belgium, which is 

united through BeCRA, fostering exchange, community 
engagement, and capacity building.

• Belgium is actively participating in EU initiatives preparing for 
the EHDS, and the Health Data Agency (HDA) coordinates 
national data holders in this context.

• Existing initiatives aiming to improve cancer data quality at 
source.

• SPE for cancer data
Core functionalities filling a gap in Belgium:
• Existing metadata initiatives are in place, though none are 

specifically focused on cancer datasets.
• Coordination on common cancer dataset variables across 

stakeholders and data holders.
Key functionality not covered:
• Collecting and linking data from diverse sources.

Expectations from CANDLE
Clear indications on the governance, technical and legal specifications of the NCDN, and its 
integration with the EHDS.
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